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ABOUT DARK RADIANCE

The purpose of Dark Radiance is to highlight 
interesting and innovative projects by 
photographers working primarily in black and 
white. In our media-saturated culture, it can be 
a challenge to get viewers to slow down and 
really look at images. Our aim is to provide a 
vehicle for artists to present new work, and get 
it in front of an audience that is eager to explore 
new ways of understanding the relevance of 
photography. 

Please subscribe using the contact form on the 
website. And don’t forget to include some 
comments about the work, if you are so moved. 
Feedback of all kinds is important to people 
who create art for its own sake.

"BREAK THE RULES - AND 
BE BRILLIANT AT IT." 
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Letter from the Editor 
“Why do this to a perfectly good photograph?” 

Or phrased another way, why add the patina of age? Why move the camera deliberately while the 
shutter is open? Now that we have such sophisticated gear and software available, why not make 
everything technically sophisticated and “pure”? 

The short answer is: crystal clear, tack-sharp images with perfectly matched colors are nice. They 
are technically challenging, and can be quite beautiful. But life is messy, sometimes dark, and 
sometimes you can't even be sure of what you are seeing. 

And anyway, who says that just because an artwork is a photograph, it has to look "real"? Nobody 
looks at a painting and says, it's not sharp and clear; or, faces aren’t shaped like that. Nobody looks 
at a well-executed charcoal drawing and says, it's a nice picture but the lines are all black and fuzzy. 
The rules of art, if there are any, are pretty much up to the artist, and often change from work to 
work. 

Photography, good photography, will tell the viewer a story, encourage their mind to tell themselves 
something about what they see and feel from the image. Our two series this month, Shirley Braley’s 
“Ache of Impermanence” and Susanna Euston’s “Dreaming the World” both aim for a deeper way to 
observe the world through evocative imagery.
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“The Ache of Impermanence”, by Shirley Braley 

The images in my series for this month, "The Ache of Impermanence”, are 
a reflection of how I feel about the subjects I present, most of which are 
simple objects or places. Life is messy. Things wear out, people die, time 
works on all things to change them. In fact, it's the nature of life and the 
passage of time to change, transform, become more elemental. Things 
get broken, scratched; memories of times and places get fuzzy. We might 
try to make our photographs be a perfect, crisp capture of a moment, to 
preserve it; but the moment itself is gone and snapshots are dim echoes.  

However, we can honor the effects of time on our world and on the things 
we remember and cherish. They don't cease to have value to us because 
they are impermanent. In fact, maybe the very act of deteriorating makes 
our lives feel more precious, more immediate. And the ache that 
awareness produces is a profound and beautiful thing. 

All images and text in this series (c) 2019 Shirley Braley
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Photography allows me to capture the richness of what 
I see around me, and to encourage a closer vision of it. 
It is my way of showing the world to myself in new 
ways. With my images, I explore ways of depicting 
something essential about a scene, and challenge the 
viewer to think about what they are seeing.


Adding elements of mixed media allows me to create 
unusual visual landscapes, reflecting what I see right 
under the surface, and bringing out elements of 
mystery. I like to explore the boundaries between what 
is real and what is in my imagination. My work often 
includes elements of the mystical and the fantastic, 
combined with what is so commonplace that we have 
stopped looking at it closely. Often the story I want to 
tell is one of texture, of the impact of time on the 
subject. The patina of wear can be beautiful as well as 
thought-provoking.


I mostly shoot with wide angle lenses that get me close 
to my subject. I frequently capture images with my 
iPhone, because it is always with me. Any moment can 
provide an opportunity for me to explore what is 
around me.


Photo credit: Rimas Zeilskas

P U B L I S H E R ,  E D I T O R  A N D  
C O N T R I B U T O R :  S H I R L E Y  B R A L E Y
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“Dreaming the World”, by Susanna Euston 

I love photography and through it sharing everything nature—from wildflowers to 
waterfalls to intimate landscapes. 


For me, photography is a contemplative, meditative process. I’m transported to 
“another place,” a focused centered place, when composing an image in my camera
—whether capturing the details of a flower, the ebb and flow of water, or the 
complexity of a landscape. 


The images in this collection,  “Dreaming the World,” were made to express the 
softer side of nature, the mystery, the energy. The effects were created in-camera 
using the controls to obtain the desired effects.  

All images and text in this series (c) 2019 Susanna Euston

Layout and PDF (c) 2019 Dark Radiance Magazine
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ABOUT SUSANNA EUSTON

Susanna Euston is a long-time, award-winning 
photographer, an artist, and graphic designer. Genres 
that she explores to express the beauty in front of her  
include Classical Photo-realistic and “Ethereal” (in Black 
& White); Abstract and Intentional Camera Movement 
(mainly in Color); Infrared; and Macro (Black & White and 
Color). Through her Photographic Artistry Workshop 
program she loves to share these techniques with 
intermediate to advanced photographers.


Her work can be seen in shows and exhibits in the 
Western North Carolina region. Her collection,  “Nature in 
Abstract,” will be at the The North Carolina Arboretum 
between July 27, 2019 and October 13, 2019. Susanna's 
work is shown year around at  Trackside Studios in 
Asheville, North Carolina’s River Arts District. 


Website: https://www.susannaeustonphotography.com; 
Email: images@susannaeustonphotography.com
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T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  Y O U R  I N T E R E S T  I N  D A R K  R A D I A N C E  
M A G A Z I N E !  B E  S U R E  T O  S U B S C R I B E   S O  T H AT  Y O U  D O N ’ T  M I S S  
A N  I S S U E .   H T T P S : / / D A R K R A D I A N C E M A G . C O M / C O N TA C T- U S /

10 - 15 images, which should be a series exploring a subject, style, 
or technique 

JPG format and saved at size 5-7, or medium size 
180 ppi  and up to 1400 x 1050 (or square) 
Has your full name at the start of EACH file name: jane-smith-
UNIQUE-FILENAME.jpg. 
Converted to black & white 

For more information, contact us at DarkRadianceMag@gmail.com

Submission Guidelines
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Layout and PDF presentation (c)  2019 Dark Radiance Magazine 

All rights reserved. This work or any portion thereof 

may not be reproduced or used in any manner whatsoever 

without the express written permission of the publisher.
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